Jim Guignard meds Bob Barkey

| ssumbled acoss this pc while going thru my dorage It was taken
a Planes ¢ Fame during ine 1991. @ on the lef, and Bob Barkey is
on the right (note the Hadd/yellow checkel scarf). The frst time | got to
talk to Bob he mertioned that there wa a cetain book he wa looking
for as t had gcs d him and his arplanes. | nertioned tha | had the
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book, and he wa wdcome © it. | figured it would mean more © him

than me. | preserted the ook to Bob the rext ime | sw hima P d K

and we kecane fiends. Bb wa a fequernt gues spealer & P d F, and

he really enoyed relaing his exgriences o the aidience | usel to tease
him by telling him ta he had rever met a micophore that he didrit

like. He wa a ed charader and one d the nices peofe | ever met.—
JM GUIGNARD.

20
minutes
of

Help keep the Checkertails flying!

We do not charge any dues and the reunion fees barely
cover the cost of the reunion. We rely on your tax-deduct
able donations to fund our operating costs such as website,
merchandising, postage, and bank fees. It is simple to make
a donation to support our efforts!
Visit our website at  www.checkertails.org _ and click the
Donate button for electronic payment.
Send check payable to “Checkertails Organization” to
1004 Foulk Road, Wilmington, DE 19803
For further information please contact any board member or

email checkertail325@verizon.net .

wafare.

Januay 30, 1944—Té Checlertails kimmed the Adriatic northward to dtack
arfields and ather targets. The Goup daimed 37 desoyed and ®\en pobabes.
Herky Green, leding the 317h, was cedited with six \ctories. H 5 $10wn here
with 317h pilots who were cedited with victories. The ation earned a
Presidetial Citation for the Goup.—PHoTo From KEN EDWARDS

Capt. Parker's P-51D #57

£
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Capt Harry Parker th__e day before he was KIA

Photo
taken
April 2,
1945,
just

pri or

to lag
misson.

Thanks ©
Joe ok
for the
photos.
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Officers of the

319th Fighter Squadron
photographed at
Tafaxoui Max,

North Africa

in 1943.

Photo provided
by Ray Burns, Jr.

Thomas Ricci2:28 pm Jul 24

Hi, all, I would like to thank Kathy Evans Ciufor the hos
pitality she ofered while | visited her and her family Wil-
mington, DelawareThe visit was cut short, but it gave me a-life
time of memoriesWe must do it again, and probably will as sod
as | return from Lesina iAugust/Septembeihank you, Kathy

We have a fiend in high schod in
FRANCE

Howdy, Mr. Barrie Davis,

I'm orry tha you cant take cantrol of an arplane row, and
I'm wure you flew very dten. F it's possible, when | will be
diplomed (I hope), | will rert a TR51D (a P51D with two sds,
a few o thee ae dways fying in the USA kies, ad we @n ren)
and | will take you for a travd acioss the «y. I'm sure you would
be stisfied there.

To leam to fly in a $earman, it's 650%/Hur, and in T-6
780%/Hour. It's ery exgensive But it's my dream, 9 | hope ©
redise t soon.

In your reunion in Bogon, if you want to gve ny enail
addres (a home addes) © aher plots, | wll be \ery happy It's
always a feasire b ek with men who dare the ame msion
for flying.

My enmuil addres is:titony76 @ifee.fr

My home addes :

CHOEL Tony
16 e dYpres
76620 le ldvre Fance

I think that | will send you a @dage with photos urd leters
very on. And when | will do the first flights in T-6 o Searman,
it's like a @senger, 0 | can take ®me photos ad «nd you!

Beg wishes fom Fance

Tony
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aut, Huns! The (heckertails ae mming!

Thanks © Ray Burns, 8., for this ghoto of 318t flights head
ing aut on a mesion. The date 5 ot cettain, but it was dter
October 1944 \wen | lef the goup to return to the Sates. When
| departed none d the Mustargs tad the declered pattem
extended up the tuselageand, & @n be en, #40 bs the rew
desig. Complimerts o the 318h pilots. Thats a nicedrmation
they ae meintaining a tey g forth to do kattle with German-
flown Mesersdhmidts and Focke-Wulfs d the Luftwaffe.

I e

ROLL CALL

Assembled and mailed occasionally by Barrie Davis,
307 Nostalgia Lane, Zebulon, NC 27597,
to known members of the Checkertail Clan
for edification of members of the Clan, their families, and
friends, from material collected from many
sources, some not mentionable!

WANTED!
Stories, photos, other information
of the 325th Fighter Group
in World W ar 2
For publication, send tmtaryfriend1@bellsouth.net
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John Mier remembersthose whowent west’ overseas

Loyd W. Adamson

Firg Lieutenant, 318h FS, 325t FG. log 15 March 1946 (his
date nug be wong) flying R51D during an esort mission over
Nove Zamky marshaling yads, Hingay. Ertered srvice fom
Cdifornia. Tabets d Missing & Florence American Cemetery,
ltaly. Awarded Air Medd with two dusters, Puple Heat.

Francis S. JBlif ford

Seond Lieutenant Francis S. JBifford, 318h FS, 32%t FG, wa
logt 24 dine 1943 dring a fghter sveep over Sadinia while fly-
ing a P40. He did rot survive a kelly landing in the target aea.
He entered wrvice fom New Ersey Buried in the Scily-Rome
American Cemetery & Nettuno, ltaly. Awarded Air Medal,
Purple Heat.

Mark P. Boone

Flight Officer Mark P Boone fom Indiana wa lo$ 22 dily 1943
during a fghter sveep oer Sadinia. H2 wa fying a P40OL
McDowell'’s ook mertioned him a &w times. H gt his first vic-
tory 27 May, and took part in the 1 dne $agnore rad.

Charles R Brown

Firg Lieutenant, 318h FS, 325t FG. Diel 19 May 1943. Etered
service fom Nelraska. Tabets d the Missing & North Africa
American Cemetery, Carthage Tunisia. Avarded Air Medd with
cluser.

Geage H. Dickas
Flight Officer George H. Dikas, Auglaize Gounty, Ohio, was l0$
20 dily 1943 dring a dve lombing rad over Sadinia. H wa
flying a P40F20.

Charles E. @rould, I.

Seond Lieutenart, 319h FS, 325t FG. log 23 dine 1945 in a
mid-air collision 20 mles suth of Rimini, Iltaly. He wa fying a
P-51B wsuall flown by Gerdd Edwards. Enered the rvice fom
New Hampshire. Buried a& dcily-Rome American Cemetery,
Nettuno, Italy.

Robert P. Husy

Seond Lieutenant. Listed as mising 22 dnualy 1944 #er
reporting ergine frouble over eremy territory on 21 anuary and
sayng he wa ging to hail out.

Victor L. bhnson

Firg Lieutenant, 318h FS, 32%t FG. Etered srvice fom
Cdifornia. Died 1 dine 1943. Bried & Scily-Rome American
Cemetery, Nettuno, ltaly. Awarded Air Medd with 2 dusters,
Pumple Heatt. Buried a& Jcily-Rome American Cemetery,
Nettuno, Italy.

Janes H. dnes

Captan James H. dnes fom Texa wa los 11 March 1944 dr-
ing a1 exzort mission over the Radua Marshaling Yards. He wa
flying a PA7D. He wa part of the $agnore rad on 1 dine 43.
Per McDowel's ook, his los wa hard to take and was the @ase
of double mistalen idertity. He wa $ot down by his by his avn
Group. Captdan Jones wa l. Baséer's wngman.
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Richard K. Malloy

Frg Lieutenant, 318h FS, 32%t FG. log 13 April 1944 o an
egort mission over Budaped, Hungay, while flying an escat
mission in a P47D. Tabet o the Missing & Florence American
Cemetery, Flaence ltaly. Avarded Air Medd with 11 dusters,
Purmple Heat.

Roman Mierzejewski

Seond Lieutenant, 3170 FS, 32%t FG. log 28 dine 1943 dring
an ezot mission with the 17h Bomb Group over Sadinia.
Entered wrvice fom Massadcusetts. Biried & Scily-Rome
American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Pumple Heat.

Hubert M. Miller

Seond Lieutenant Hubert M. Miller from Wsconsin was losg 22
July 1943 dring a fghter sveep over Sadinia. He wa fying a P
40L.

Jahn D. Mumford

Seond Lieutenant, 318h FS, 32%t FG. Mssing in ag¢ion 6 dine
1944. Etered srvice fom Flaida. Tabdet o the Missing a
Florence American Cemetery, Flaence Italy. Awarded Air Medall
with duster, Puiple Heat.

Harry A. RParker

CaptanHarry A. Rarker, 318h FS, 32%t FG. log 2 April 1945
on a fghter sveep aver Brux, Austria. fying R51D named Alba
Marie Rppen Enered srvice fom New Hampshire. Tabet o
Missing & Florence American Cemetery, Flaence ltaly.
Awarded Slver Sar with Oak Led Cluster. He wa an 8-victory
Ace

Rufus C. Rappman

Seond Lieutenant Rufus C. Rppman, 318h FS, 325t FG, mss-
ing in ation over the waer outh of Sadinia 24 Une 1943, wa
hit by flak and crasheal in the waer uth of Sadinia 24 Une
1943. ¢ ertered =rvice fom New York. Tadets d Missing &
North African American Cemetery, Carthage Tunisia. Avarded
Air Medal Puple Heat.

William M. Ridgeway

Seond Lieutenant William M. Rdgeway, 318h FS, 325t FG.
Log 3 March 1944 liying a P47 during an esort mission over the
Rome aea. Enered srvice fom Texa Tadet d Missing & Scily-
Rome American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Air Medal,
Purmple Heat.

Anthony Tirk, Jr.

Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Tirk, J., 319h FS, 325t FG, fom
Texas, wa log 11 March 1944 dring an esort mission over the
Padua Marshaling Yards. He wa ying a P47D. Rer McDowell’s
bodk, he wa the 319 CO, and a brmer bomber plot. He had
a kad habit of not dearing his fil. Ore d his wingmen,
Lieuwtenant Philip C. Whiteside saved him a &w times. L
Whiteside wa los about a month earlier. It wes sid this wa a
tough mission when dout 50 erny fighters dtadked LTC Tirk
is the hicheg ranking Checlertall gill oversea.
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37 Garman planes akgroyed

Submitted by Ray Burns Jr.

30 &nuay 1944 rarked a sigificant momert in 15h Air
Force hitory & six keaw bomb goups and 60 P47s siccesful-
ly carried out major strikes @ ererny targets in he Mllaaba and
Udine aeas d Northem Italy. The lombers ok off first and st
out on a hidh dtitude mssion while the Thunderbolts launched
over the Adriatic Sea d such low dtitude hat their prop tips were
kicking up gray. Arriving d the castine precisely on schedue,
they dimbed and headd for their first target—a @man arfield
launching arcréft to atadk the heaw bombers.

Mike Madats dranatic painting depcts Captan Hersché H.
Green leading the fur-ship ‘A’ flight of Republic P-47D
Thunderholts into a gcond low-levd drafing run & inerse
ground fire eupts aound them. Eremy Do 217s, Mcdi 202s,
and 1-52s tied to <ramble bad to their home tase but Green
and his wingmen, 2md Lt. George P Novotny, F/O Cecil O. Dean,
and F/O Hlsd Pauk, preverted 15 ¢ them fom ever reaching
sabty. A total of 37 ermy arcrdt fell to the Checlertail Clan
that day.

Competition
for Clark Gable!

Clark Gable wa @out the keg
looking Hollywood ador who
ewer envoted before a amera,
but this theclertail pilot was
ewven nore handsone!

It's Ray Burns Uncle Bob, A
Mustarg peinted & wa Bobs 5 |-
pictured below. \

Reunion rated a solid 10

Opportunity to enhance our treasy©" €VEryone s score sheet

by a few guy signing their names

The blks d the Gai Aces Hgh Military Gdlery are irteres-
ed in having Robert Taylor, a&knowledged top aviation atist in
the world, paint a fcture eauring the 325h FG. A | urderstand
it, there midht be wo paintings—me $owing the gound crew &
work and another featiring aur pilots. Both our pilots and
ground crew would then sign them hopefully & our next reunian.
Rick mertioned tha the recompense cauld cansist of payments
for each sigature b the individual, a dmation to the Checlertail
organization, a some canbination thereof Cbviously this caild
asigt in paying for ones tansportaton, hotel, o help the
Checlertail treasiry. They did this recertly with another fighter
group and there wa a &rge erthusiasic reponse which dou-
bled their reunion dtendance

Rick sad in some cilcumstarces hey cauld visit the individ-
uals residerce b et the signatures, #hough it would be fa more
efficient if it could be dae 4 our reunion.

We reel to put this inThe Rll Call and deemine tow many
would be willing to participate You can decide row we will meas-
ure the reponses. Bu can ask them b email or srail mail you or
me. | would then s tis ; to the Gai folks and let hem
determine if the reponse would be adguake for Mr. Taylor to
make thee mintings. Tlere s a real for quick adion on this &
Father Time is hard & work among the relativey few aurvivors d
our Group.

Cordially, ART FEDLER

Help keep the theckertails flying!

Make a fnancial donation!

We ae a 501(c)(3) @rporation.
Your gift can help reduce your paymert to the IRS!
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Only three who had ®rved with the 325h Fghter Goup in
ltaly made i to the 2013 Bunian of the Checlertails in Goncord,
Masausets, hut the wamth and friendship of numerous fan-
ily members and friends made he evert one © be remenbered.

The tree survivors were the ate Gerry Edwards, with whom
we were Prtunate © erjoy fellowship and gories br a final time;
Jak Sherbourn, and Barrie Davis.

Our Checlertail Clan officers and many athers worked hard
to make cetain al of us who were pesert had a venderful
time—and they succeded in exceading their god! They met s d
the Bogon Airport, canducted tours d the historical aress, nade
cettain we were ®ttled in the hotel, and herded us b meak and
meetings.

Officers for the caning yea are listed on page 5 @ this saie
of Rall Call. Thes wlunteers word diligertly throuoghout the
yea to keep he Checlertail Clan dive and adive.

Checkertailer tells o taxiing down dreet

Davd Campbell an original menber o the 318h FHghter
Sqwadron, wote a ged report about his exgriences \ith the
325t Hghter Group. including taxiing dovn dreets in Norfolk,
VA, to board the arcréft carrier Rarger

As a Flignt Officer, he few over 50 mssions with the 325h in
North Africa. Tren, & the (heclertails pepared to transition
from the P40 b the P47 Thunderholt, pilots with 50+ mssions
were gven a option to return to the Sates, vhich Davd took.
During his return trip, he $opped in Casablana and found that
he had keen canmissioned a ®&cond Lieutenant. He arived in
the USA @ his 21shirthday.

Following WW2, e receved a conmission in the Reguar
Army Air Corps. He sys hat his peace-ime expriences &er
WW?2 proved to be nore exiting than anything tha ocaurred to
him during the Bg War.
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