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A Veteran’s Day Tribute to Our
Dad and the Checkertails
By Patrice Manget

SUBMITTED BY RAY BURNS, JR.

THE FEARSOME FOURSOME. Axis pilots were terrified
when they thought these four Checkertail fighters were in the air.
George Novotny (3 kills), Edsel Paulk (3 kills), Cecil Dean (3
kills), and Herky Green (6 victories) downed 15 enemy planes on
30 January 1044.

CHECKERTAIL LEADERS AT THE REUNION.
Doug Messick, merchandizing; Ian MacDonald, treasurer and
webmaster; Kathy Cluff, president; Gayle Bolek, vice president;
John Mier, secretary and public affairs officer; Joanie Mier, chaplain; Patrice Manget, Reunion chair.

WANTED!
Stories about the service you or a loved one gave to the
WW2 war effort while a member of the Checkertails. The
Roll Call is published whenever enough material is collected to fill a issue. The more reports we receive, the more
issues of The Roll Call will be distributed. We want to hear
from everyone! Crew chiefs, cooks, mechanics, clerks,
electronics specialists, everyone! Send us something
today.
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A Life Celebration for Lt. Col.
Gerald B. Edwards — Jerry —
who took his last flight west
on 9/6/2013, was held in Port
Kent, NY, on 9/22, complete with military honors. It was attended by Jerry’s family, friends,
colleagues, and 30 WWII Veterans of the
North Country Honor Flight Program.
At the 68th Annual Reunion in Concord, MA, just 2 weeks
before his heart attack, Jerry enjoyed himself immensely visiting
with his fellow Checkertails, families, and friends. All of us at the
Reunion have wonderful memories of his laughter, his jokes, his
stories, his songs, and his unflagging dedication
to reuniting every year with the Checkertails.
Retiring after almost 30 years on active duty
as a USAF pilot, Jerry continued to tirelessly
serve his community in upstate New York for
43 years.
At my father’s memorial, I told of Dad’s dedication to the Checkertails, how all those young
men had their courage, determination, wits, Flying a C-133 on
true mettle, and commitment tested like never one of 35 missions
before or since … and they came out winners. into Vietnam.
All of these character attributes, all of the strength, compassion,
dedication, and determination Dad brought to the North
Country where he fought for the disabled, the disenfranchised,
the orphaned and the destitute were forged in the fire of war.
“Every year,” I said, “Dad reunited with his
wartime comrades, Checkertail pilots, and crew
members, where they talked and remembered
what was asked of them, what they sacrificed,
what they gave and what they accomplished.
“Each year,” I said, “he reaffirmed the
strengths and determination that carried them
through the war to victory, and he came back to
you all here refreshed and rededicated to the
fights he had taken up on your behalf. Because in his heart, in his
soul, at the core of him he was forged for life by being a
Checkertail and he never forgot.”
Thank you, Dad, and all of the Checkertails, those cherished
few I have met and those who made the ultimate sacrifice for the
rest of us. Thank you so much.
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News from the Checkertail Board
By Kathy Cluff
PRESIDENT

Hello, Checkertails! It seems like yesterday that we were all
together at the 68th Reunion of the Checkertail Clan in Concord,
Massachusetts. From the beautiful Colonial Inn to the fabulous
New England Seafood Feast — I am sure you will hear from
everyone that it was a wonderful time for all. The Checkertails
Organization held its Annual Meeting during the reunion and it
was a very productive year for us as well. The highlights of the
meeting were our connection with Lesina, Italy and changes in
the membership.
For those of you who are (still) unclear about our role
in the organization, we are a non-profit veteran’s agency
which is dedicated to protect, preserve, and promote the
history of the 325th Fighter Group, the (World Famous)
Checkertail Clan. We are not able to call ourselves the
Checkertail Clan as that is the name that Axis Sally gave
to the men who served. The majority of our board of
directors must be comprised of decedents of the
Checkertail Clan. The membership, to date, includes
those who were interested in our mission, and original veterans
retained the voting privileges. This has been a great relationship,
but we are finding that there are fewer original members, who are
able and willing to make these administrative decisions.
We have opened the membership up to others who are interested in supporting the organization while maintaining the
integrity of the board. Once the by-laws have been amended and
approved, we will be happy to post and share them with everyone. The biggest change is that we will require a minimum ($25)
membership fee to become a member of the organization. This
will help relieve the burden of the operating budget, which has
depended entirely on donations.
The grand news, as you have heard, is that the town of

Lesina, Italy, is planning a huge celebration and tribute to honor
the 325th Fighter Group! This will include a permanent memorial, parade, and celebration. They have also made plans to include
the history of the 325th in their children’s education. This story
is heart-wrenching as the Germans almost destroyed the town
before the Checkertails arrived. Tom Ricci, the grandson of the
farmer who owned the land where the airfield was built in
Lesina, has personally taken on this project, and we are all in full
support! Ralph Gimenez has agreed to chair this committee and has designed the monument. They are currently working on the artist rendering and placement of
the monument in the town square. The date for the celebration is May 12 and 13, 2014. We will be sending and
posting official information about this incredible dedication in January. However, you should save the date if you
are able to attend.
In closing, I am feeling very humble. I had the idea to
become involved with this organization in 2008. I
thought, well, maybe I can get a few more years out of these guys
and keep the memories going. This was mostly for my dad, Jack
Evans. However, the organization has become more than just
memories. We have more of a future now than we did years ago;
schoolchildren connecting with us for living history projects,
merchandise sales with Checkertail markings, and Art Fiedler is
helping to promote a new painting to be commissioned in honor
of the Checkertails. This is more than I ever imagined! I am honored to work along with such great people who are dedicated to
protect, preserve, and promote the history of the Checkertail
Clan. Thank you for your trust in me and the organization. We all
hope to see you in September, 2014, in Florida! Keep an eye on
the Roll Call, Facebook, and the website for details.

CHECKERTAIL LEADERS IN 1945

SUBMITTED BY RAY BURNS, JR.

Left to right: S/Sgt Olsen, Major McDonald; Colonel Ernest H.
Beverly, group commander 11 September 1944 to 2 March 1945, and
Cololonel Felix L. Vidal, grou0 commander 2 March 1845 to May
1945. The Mustang was named “Apache” and belonged to the 318th
Squadron. Its number was 44-15474 #49.
THE ROLL CALL

George Novotny is an Ace with 8 aerial victories. He flew the P-40
Warhawk, the P-47 Thunderbolt, and the P-51 Mustang with the 317th
Fighter Squadron. After his tour in Europe, he returned to the States as
an instructor pilot and trained Free French Air Force pilots at Wurtsmith
AFB in Oscoda, MI, until WWII ended in 1945.
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Signatures could mean money!
The folks at the Ojai Aces High Military Gallery are interested in having Robert Taylor, acknowledged top aviation artist,
paint a picture featuring the 325th FG. As I understand it, there
might be two paintings, one showing the ground crew at work
and another featuring our pilots. Rick mentioned to me that the
recompense could consist of individual payments for each signature, a donation to the Checkertail organization, or some combination.
He mentioned they had done this recently with another fighter group and there was a large, enthusiastic response. Obviously
this could assist in paying for one’s transportation, hotel, or ???
Rick said they might in some circumstances travel to the individual’s residence to get the signature.
We need to put this in the Checkertail Bulletin and ask how
many would be willing to participate. You can decide who or how
we will measure the responses. You can ask them to Email or snail
mail you or me. I would then pass this on to the Ojai folks and let
them determine if the response would be sufficient for Mr. Taylor
to make these paintings.
As always, ART FIEDLER
Dear Art and Barrie,
We are absolutely committed to helping with this project. The
reunion next year will be held in Florida, either the Orlando area
or west coast near Tampa, in September. I think that if they get
the painting done, we can advertise and get the guys all in one
place, like we did in California, to sign. The additional funds may
be a draw for the guys to get there. I will contact the gallery, and
keep you included on the process, and Barrie can begin to advertise in the Roll Call. — KATHY CLUFF.

Samuel Woodson’s Biography
I'm now reading a biography of Samuel Thomas Woodson, a
P-51 pilot of the 318th, titled “Return to Normal”, available on
Amazon as an ebook. Written by his son.—GARY BULLOCK.

The Forgotten Fifteenth
Dear Fifteenth Folks and Friends,
Just noted that Regnery History has placed our book on
Amazon.com. I don’t know if the sample will remain the
final cover, but at least it’s appropriate.
http://www.amazon.com/Forgotten-Fifteenth-DaringCrippled-Hitlers/dp/1621572080
I sent more than the 40 photos the publisher requested,
and we’ll decide which ones to use over the next month or
so. We’re also working on maps for the 15th Air Force theater of operations, Foggia area bases, and the Ploesti complex.
Updates as events progress.
All the best,
Barrett Tillman
THE ROLL CALL

The planes they have arrived!
Ray Burns, Jr., sent this photo of P-51s and P47s that has just
arrived y boat in England and were waiting at the dock to be
taken to assembly stations. My job for the first three months I was
overseas—January to mid-April 1944—was ferrying P-39s and P47s from Casablanca and Algiers, Africa, to combat outfits in
Italy. Arab and French mechanics were employed at Maison Blanc
airport to help assemble the planes, and more than once we
would find oily rags, wrenches, and other tools tucked away
around the engine during preflight before test-flying our assigned
plane. This photo evidently was taken in early 1944, because none
of the planes have a bubble canopy.—BARRIE DAVIS.

Checking old file cabinet
revealed nice artifacts
Cleaning out a file cabinet I found a box of my father’s stuff.
In it, among other things, are a gold matchbook and a gold colored “challenge coin.”
The matchbook has an emblem with a wasp with a machine
gun for a stinger on one side and "325th FIGHTER GROUP" and
"317th FIGHTER SQUADRON" on the other.
The “challenge coin” has the wasp emblem and “317th
FIGHTER SQUADRON” on one side. On the other side is a list
of places; “HILLSGROVE R.I. * BRAZIL * GOLD COAST *
ORAN * ALGIERS * CASABLANCA * TAFARAOUI * MATEUR
* TUNIS * BIZERTA * FOGGIA * LESINA * RIMINI * FANO *
PANTELLERIA * CORSICA * SARDINIA * SICILY * ITALY *
FRANCE * YUGOSLAVIA * RUSSIA * GERMANY * AUSTRIA
* BALKINS.” There are three five point stars at the top and a ribbon on the bottom. The edge is blank.
My father seldom spoke about his service. He would sometime tell of friends, some of who took their own lives because the
hope of returning home before their own end had been taken
from them by their length of service. Promised end of service
times were continually brushed aside because of the seriousness
of the war. —PAUL KASTNER, in the 325th Fighter Group web site.
We’d like to have a photograph of the match book and the challenge coin. Your Checkertail buddies want to see them!—EDITOR.
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Checkertails
Organization officers
Kathy Evans Cluff, President
1004 Foulk Road
Wilmington, DE 19803
302-383-9386 / checkertail325@verizon.net
Gayle Bolek, Vice President
310 S Westland Ave #3
Tampa FI 33606 / gbolek1@gmail.com
John B. Mier, Secretary & Information Officer
5970 Arthur Street
Merrillville, IN 46410-2343 / firemier4@sbcglobal.net

A Neil Pugh special!
This very special piece of art produced by Nail Pugh of
England shows Frank Mertely barely escaping with his life when
a railroad car he strafed blew up as he passed over it. Strafing was
a fun job for fighter pilots, but not when the train cars contained
antiaircraft guns or explosives that could ruin the pilot’s day.

Ian MacDonald, Treasurer & Webmaster
30 New Zealand Road
Seabrook, NH 03874 / i.macdonald@comcast.net
Doug Messick, Merchandizing
Patrice Manget, Reunion Chair
1907 5th Avenue E #1
Kalispell, MT 59901
406-253-2471 / pamanget@centurytel.net
Joanie Mier, Chaplain
5970 Arthur Street
Merrillville, IN 46410-2343 / firemier4@sbcglobal.net

Early Responders…

Ace in a Day
Left: Lt. Col. Felix L. Vidal handing First Lieutenant Gordon H.
McDaniel the A’s card, medals, flight jacket, photos, and other
memorabilia following his spectacular achievement of becoming
an “Ace in a Day.” Mac’s awards included EAME Theater Ribbon
with eight battle stars; Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal
with 10 oak leaf clusters; American Theater ribbon, and World
War II Victory Medal. Right: Col. Yantis H. Tavor, commanding
officer of a 15th AAF fighter wing, presented a DFC to Mac at an
Italian base. This was in 1945. Mac was from Sweetwater,
Tennessee—Taken from the Ace 1945 Image Gallery.

Help keep the Checkertails flying!
Make a financial donation
to our organization!
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

Your gift can help reduce your payment to the IRS!
THE ROLL CALL

All types of problems interfered with getting Issue # 6 of The
Roll Call in the hands of Checkertail Clan members and their
friends. We asked for a confirmation that the issue was received.
The following are the earlies to respond.
Jim Zazas (jbzazas@earthlink.net), of Carthage, NC, who
flies Natuan Davis’ P-51D. He writes: Please keep up the good
work.
Keith M. Taylor (Taylow@ManTech.com), writes: I intend to
share with many folks here that I work and socialize with, especially the young folks coming up. Our history is too important!
Neil Pugh (mysticpuma@gmail.com) of England: Got it,
Barrie. Thanks!
Patrice Manget (pamanget@centurytel.net) communicated
through Facebook that she received two files of The Roll Call.

Interesting History
from Ray Burns, Jr.
In mid-1944, “Sleepy Ann”, #71, was flown originally by Lt. Clint
Lightfoot. It was given to Capt. Buza of Romania for his return trip to
Romania from Italy, because the Me-109 he had flown from Bucharest
could not be refueled. Lt. Lightfoot was reassigned P-51B #88 and
renamed it “Sleepy Ann”. The number #71 was reissued to P-51C 42103450 named now “Shirley Jean” flown by Lt. Thomas Batey.
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John M ier remembers

those who ‘went west’ overseas

Mark P. Boone
Flight Officer Mark P. Boone. Lost 21 July 1943 dring a fighter
sweep over Sardinia.
Lawrence T Bradshaw
Second Lieutenant Lawrence T. Bradshaw, 319th FS, 325th FG.
He was lost 17 October 1943 during the time the 325th was
switching from P-40s to P-47s. Buried in North Africa American
Cemetery, Carthage, Tunisia.
Richard V. Copsey, Jr.
Second Lieutenant Richard V. Copsey, Jr., 319th FS, 325th FG.
Lost 23 August 1943. Entered service from Nebraska. Buried at
North African American Cemetery, Carthage, Tunisia. Awarded
Air Medal with two clusters.
George H. Dickus
Flight Officer George H. Dickus. Lost 20 July 1943 during a dive
bombing mission over Southern Sardinia.
James C. Dunlap, Jr.
Flight Office James C. Dunlap, Jr., 319th FS, 325th FG. Lost 11
June 1944 during an escort mission over Casara Marshalling
Yards. Entered service from Georgia. Tabled of Missing at North
Africa American Cemetery, Carthage, Tunisia. Awarded Air
Medal with two clusters, Purple Heart.
Harry E. Eyerley
First Lieutenant Harry E. Eyerley, 317th FS, 325th FG. Lost 25
August 1943 during a bombing mission over Sardinia. Entered
service from Pennsylvania. Buried at Sicily-Rome American
Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Air Medal with five clusters.
Frank W. Hamilton
Captain 319th FS, 325th FG. Lost 21 May 1943. Entered service
from Ohio. Tablet of Missing at Sicily-Rome American Cemetary,
Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Air Medal with three clusters, Purple
Heart.
Jack Houghton
First Lieutenant Jack Houghton, 319th FS, 325th FG. Entered
service from New York. Lost 14 October 1944 during an escort
mission over the Blechhammer South oil refinery. Tablet of
Missing at Sicily-Rome American Cemetery at Nettuno, Italy.
Award DFC, Air Medal with six clusters, Purple Heart.
Alexander O. Jones, Jr.
First Lieutenant Alexander O. Jones, Jr., 319th FS, 325th FG.
Entered service from New York. Lost 28 March 1944 during penetration support mission over the Verona Marshalling Yards,
Italy. Tablet of Missing at Sicily-Rome American Cemetery,
Nettuno, Italy. Awarded DFC, Air Medal with five clusters, Purple
Heart.
James H. Jones
Captain James H. Jones, 319th FS, 325th FG. Lost 11 March 1944
during an escort mission over the Padua Marshalling Yards.
Entered service from Texas. Tablets of Missing at Sicily-Rome
THE ROLL CALL

American Cemetery, Nettumo, Italy. Awarded DFC, Air Medal
with cluster.
Emmett J. Kelly
First Lieutenant Emmett J. Kelly, 317th FS, 325th FG. Lost 1 May
45. Entered service from Nebraska. Tablets of Missing at Florence
American Cemetery, Florence, Italy. Awarded Air Medal with
two clusters.
Lloyd H. Leppard
Second Lieutenant Lloyd H. Leppard, 318th FS, 325th FG. Lost 18
August 1944 during an escort mission over Ploesti oil refineries.
Entered service from Pennsylvania. Tablet of Missing at Florence
American Cemetery, Florence, Italy. Awarded Air Medal, Purple
Heart.
William C. Lipsey
Corporal William C. Lipsey, 325th FG. Died 17 April 1943. His
death was non-battle.death was one of three enlisted men buried
overseas. His grave is in North Africa.
Morgan H. Lowry
First Lieutenant Morgan H. Lowry, 318th FS, 325th FG. Entered
service from Mississippi. Lost 4 October 1944 during an escort
mission over the Munich Marshalling Yards.Tablet of Missing at
Sicily-Rome American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Air
Medal with two clusters.
John F. Lynch
Second Lieutenant John F. Lynch, 318th FS, 325th FG. Entered
service from Connecticut. Lost 15 September 1944 during a strafing run over Eleusis Airdrome, Greece. Buried at Sicily-Rome
American Cemetary, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Purple Heart.
Walter J. Mallett
Second Lieutenant Walter J. Mallett was lost 18 March 1944 during an escort mission over Villaorba area of Yugoslavia.
Archie J. McKeithen
Flight Office Archie J. McKeithen, 318th FS, 325th FG. Lost 2
August 1943 during a fighter sweep over Sardinia. Entered service from Louisiana. Tablet of Missing at Sicily-Rome American
Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded DFC, Air Medal with eight
clusters.
Hubert M. Miller
Second Lieutenant Hubert M. Miller, 318th FA, 325th FG. Lost 22
July 1943 during a fighter sweep over Sardinia. Buried at SicilyRome American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Entered service from
Wisconsin. Awarded Air Medal with cluster.
Arthur F. Noeth
Technical Sergeant Arthur F. Noeth, 317th FS, 325th FG. Nonbattle death on 17 September 1944. Entered service from New
York. Buried at Sicily-Rome American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy.
Awarded Bronze Star.
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The road to Lesina

They ‘went west’ overseas
Continued from page 5
Robert A. Rausch
Second Lieutenant Robert A. Rausch, 319th FS, 325th FG. Lost 15
June 1944 during a strafing mission over Avignon/Pujuat Air
Field. Tablet of Missing at Rhone American Cemetery,
Draguiguan, France. Awarded Air Medal, Purple Heart.
William E. Soper
Flight Officer William E. Soper, 319th FS, 325th FG. Entered
service from Tennessee. Lost 23 February 1944 during an escort
mission over Regensburg aircraft plant. Tablet of Missing at
Sicily-Rome American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Air
Medal with six clusters, Purple Heart.
Anthony Tirk, Jr.
Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Tirk, Jr., 319th FS, 325th FG. Lost 11
March 1944 during an escort mission over the Parua Marshalling
Yards. Entered service from Texas. Tablets of Missing at SicilyRome American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Silver Star,
Air Medal with 4 clusters, Purple Heart.
Richard A. Trout
Second ieutenant Richard A. Trout, 317th FS, 325th FG. Lost 21
September 1944 during an escort mission over the Bekascaba
Marshalliing Yards, Yugoslavia. Entered service from Texas.
Tablet of Missing at Florence American Cemetery, Florence, Italy.
Awarded Air Medal with cluster, Purple Heart.
Edward B. A. Walton, Jr.
First Lieutenant Edward B. A. Walton, Jr., 318th FS, 325th FG.
Lost 7 May 1943 during a strafing mission. His P-40 was hit by
flak and crashed into the sea near La Goulette. Entered service
from Pennsylvania. Tablet of Missing at North Africa American
Cemetery, Carthage, Tunisia. Awarded Air Medal, Purple Heart.
Howard F. Welch
First Lieutenant Howard F. Welch, 319th FS, 325th FG. Lost 24
June 1944, while on an air search mission close to Pescara.
Entered service from Massachusetts. Tablet of Missing at SicilyRome American Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy. Awarded Air Medal
with two clusters.
Clint W. Woods
Major Clint W. Woods, Headquarters, 325th FG. Lost 15 June
1944 during a strafing mission over Avignon/Pujuat Air Field.
Tablet of Missing at Rhone American Cemetery, Draguignan,
France. Awarded Purple Heart.

If anyone is looking for information and planning to go to
Lesina, I prepared a narrative paper on how to get to Lesina via
train. It should be attached to this post. Otherwise contact me.
Grazie—THOMAS RICCI.
If you are using a major airline, plan to arrive at Fiumicino
Airport around noon time. It’s the best time to coordinate the 3hour train ride to Lesina. The airport is just outside Rome. At the
airport once you have arrived and picked up your baggage and
cleared Italian customs, look for the overhead signs “TRENI” or
Trains. This sign will lead to the local Intercity train station. Once
there, look for the Treni ticket booth. Here you will purchase two
tickets—one from Fiumicino to Termini and one from Termini to
Foggia. Just tell the ticket vendor you wish to go to Foggia, one
way, with a Frecce train; the operators speak English. Ask the
operator if the ticket needs to be validated. If it does, ask for
instructions. Do not purchase from anyone else, as the validation
may fail and you willl need to buy another ticket.
Once you board the train, your next stop is Termini Station
where you disembark and switch trains. There you will board the
Frecce Argento or Frecce Rossa train to Foggia. Ensure that the
train number and time on the ticket match the overhead electronic board that displays arrivals and departures. Get yourself on
the platform as soon as the track number (or Binario) is displayed
and announced. Trains do not wait.
I am providing you with two destinations of choice:
Foggia, the faster way: a bigger train station with many
amenities, but it’s some 54 km from Lesina. Travel time with the
Frecce is uusually under 3 hours, with the intercity trains can be
more than 4½ hours. I prefer the FrecceArgento or Frecce Rossa
at 2:50 p.m. It gets me at Foggia by 5:45 p.m.
Termoli, for the adverturer: a smaller train station with little
amenities and it’s some 32 km from Lesina. Travel time is all over
the place, and you may need to switch trains from the
FrecceArgento or Freccia Rossa to intercity trains to Autobuses
and the trip may range from 4 to 6 hours, but it’s very scenic.
If the Foggia final stop is the preferred, then additional travel
arrangements need to be made for the group from Foggia to
Lesina. The ride will take you through the old part of Foggia onto
the Autostrada (Highway) that will lead to Lesina. Please advise
how many people are arriving so that arrangements can be made
for the lone wolf. There are car rental agencies such as Hetz and
Avis within walking distance of the train station.
For more information, please do not hesitate to contact me:
thomasricci@rogers.com.

318th Fighter
Pilot
Oscar R. Rau
43-6861 # 68
"Funnyface "

THE ROLL CALL
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Please note: At the airport and train stations, be aware who is
around you. Keep valuables extremely close, wallets in front pockets, purses in front of you. Do not accept help from anyone. The latest scam is young foreign kids that volunteer to help and then either
run with your luggage or demand an extreme amount of money.
Always approach a Trenitalia employee, easily recognizable by the
jackets and shirts they wear. Same on the trains. Again do not
engage with anyone other than a uniformed train employee. Ensure
ticket was validated before boarding, otherwise there is a fine plus
the cost of the new ticket.
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Battle of the Brenner: The last remaining units of the fascist Italian Air Force attempt to engage B-25s from the
340th Bomb Group who have successfully destroyed a vital enemy rail bridge in the strategic Brenner Pass, northern Italy,
10 April 1945. The enemy Me109s are completely routed by escorting P-51 Mustangs of the 325th Fighter Group who are
quickly on the scene.—RAY BURNS, JR.

42-103455 #49

“Tennessee’s
Partner”
318th Fighter Pilot
John Gaston's
50th mission

Two Checkertails we truly love!
The most pleasant feature of Checkertail Reunions is renewing
acquaintances with the old timers who have kept our organization together for decades. Here at our 2013 Concord Reunion are
Sally Evans and Jerry Edwards. Sally is widow of the wonderful
Jack Evans, crew chief for Ace Wayne Lowery. Jerry took his final
flight west after suffering a heart attack soon after returning
home from the August reunion.
THE ROLL CALL
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Keep the Checkertails in the air!
Make a financial donation
to our organization!
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

Your gift will help keep the Checkertails flying high!
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The length of friendships in a
fighter squadron often were
heartbreakingly short. Here is
an example from the 318th.
The words below were written on the back of the
photo on the right:

318th Fighter Pilots Longo, Beven, Wulfe, Barney,
Mac, and Soup

325th Fighter
Group

317th Fighter Squadron

318th Fighter Squadron

319th Fighter Squadron

THE ROLL CALL

Constituted as 325th Fighter
Group 01 24 Jun 1942. Activated on 3
Aug 1942. Trained with P-40's. Moved
to North Africa during Jan-Feb 1943.
Assigned to Twelfth AF. Entered combat on 17 Apr. Escorted medium
bombers, flew strafing missions, and
made sea sweeps from bases in
Algeria and Tunisia. Participated in
the defeat of Axis forces in Tunisia,
the reduction of Pantelleria, and the
conquest of Sicily. Received a DUC for
action over Sardinia on 30 Jul 1943
when the group, using diversionary
tactics, forced a superior number of
enemy planes into the air and
destroyed more than half of them. Flew
no combat missions from the end of
Sep to mid-Dec 1943, a period in
which the group changed aircraft and
moved to Italy. Began operations with
Fifteenth AF on 14 Dec, and afterward
engaged primarily in escort operations,
using P-47's until they were replaced
by P-51's in May 1944. Escorted heavy
bombers during long-range missions to
attack the Messerschmitt factory at
Regensburg, the Daimler-Benz tank
factory at Berlin, oil refineries at
Vienna, and other targets, such as airfields, marshalling yards, and communications in Italy, France, Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary,
Rumania, and Yugoslavia. Also covered operations of reconnaissance aircraft and strafed such targets as trains,
vehicles, and airfields. Received second DUC for a mission on 30 Jan 1944
when the group flew more than 300
miles at very low altitude to surprise
the enemy fighters that were defending
German airdromes near Villaorba; by
severely damaging the enemy's force,
the 325th group enabled heavy
bombers to strike vital targets in the
area without encountering serious
opposition. Continued combat operations until May 1945. Returned to the
US in Oct. Inactivated on 28 Oct 1945.

Tom Ricci talks about Lesina
Hi, all!
I had another Skype on Sunday with some of the members
of the Checkertails di Lesina Committee. Photographs from the
meeting are available,
http://www.facebook.com/n/?CheckertailsDiLesina&sk=
messages_inbox&action=read&tid=id.584855248236152
&medium=email&mid=8ec51aaG20b294cfG0G0&bcode=
1.1384273020.AbnbwtNLIugcf8&n_m=thomasricci%40roger
s.com
The meeting concluded with these tasks to do:
• An approximate number of expected attendees, currently we
have two hotels committed but the owners would like some sort
of number of attendees to reserve before the European tourist
booking starts.
• We are also working on:
• Finalizing the monument material supply and artist to detail
the monument.
• Finalizing with the city engineers to prepare the site in front
of the municipal building
• To procure the names and ranks of the officers in Foggia
that manage the USAF site, and invite to the event.
• Material required: Flags, lots of black/yellow flags and trinkets like that.
• News bits are being gathered and to be published on the
local and regional newspapers, regional news media has been
advised.
There has been discussion with some of the elderly on how to
organize a number of evenings to interview the elderlies and
video tape it for web publishing.
This will coincide very well with Neil Pugh's documentary; I
shall approach Neil of the intent, and work out the details with
him.
There is an opportunity if the timing is possible to get a fly-by
from the Frecce Tricolori, the Italian Aerobatic Team (equivalent
to the USAF Thunderbirds, or US Navy Blue Angels), I will use
my influence as the President of the North America Club No.
117.and let everyone know if it will happen.
If there is anything else you need, please do not hesitate to
contact me via phone or email or Skype me (Tricci57).
—TOM RICCI
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